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WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTOR
I would like to begin by saying how excited I am to be part of the team here at YFC North 
East. I find it an honour to be part of an organisation with such a rich history, that has seen 
the lives of thousands of people (including my own) radically changed.

On September 30th 1967, the first ever YFC event was held in Newcastle’s City Hall; an event that 
sparked the beginnings of a legacy that pioneered new and innovative ways to reach and impact 
young people across our region, our nation and beyond.

On September 30th 2017 (yes, exactly 50 years to the day), it was an amazing privilege to  
celebrate our Golden Jubilee. We paid tribute to our past but, more importantly, established a firm 
foundation to move into what God has marked out for us in the future, as we pioneer and innovate 
new ways to see young people transformed by the gospel of Jesus. One of my highlights of the 
night was seeing passionate and enthusiastic young people worshipping Jesus with all they’ve got, 
leading us with an energy that is both inspiring and infectious.

Growing up attending events like IXth Hour and  
Harvest, I cannot help but reflect on the incredible  
energy we find when young people are totally  
dedicated to living out the cause of Christ. Yes, the  
culture and style has moved on from those days but the 
heart of our mission is still to ignite a fire in the lives of 
our youth, that grows and develops as young people 
come to faith. We want them to grow in their relationship 
with Jesus and understanding of the Gospel and then 
walk into their God-given potential, so that they might 
flourish and thrive.

It was the size of the vision that attracted me to this role: a vision of “taking Good News relevantly, 
to every young person in the North East”. The potential is huge. Our role is to show them Jesus in 
ways that speak directly to them. 

My heart is to empower the local Church, to see young people come to faith and find their purpose 
and value in a God who loves and cares for them. We want to empower them to become the leaders, 
of not only the future, but of today. If we are really going to reach every young person in the North 
East we can’t do it alone. We need to partner with Churches and people of faith in prayer, in  
financial support and in purpose. 

Over the coming months, YFC North East will begin new initiatives through events, Church part-
nerships, our sports ministry, social media, schools engagement and some new and creative 
missional activities. Together, we can make a difference and I’m looking forward to partnering 
with you in “taking Good News relevantly, to every young person in the North East”. Together, 
let’s build a Christ-centred future for our region’s youth.

All the best for the winter months.

- Jamie

NEWS (BECCA / DUNCAN)

On a beautiful, autumnal Saturday in November, 
we joined James & Anna to celebrate their 
wedding! The church was packed full of 
friends, family and the young people they  
faithfully serve. There was such a sense 
of God’s presence as all our voices joined  
together to praise God.

Both the bride and groom were full of joy; Anna 
looked sensational and James was floating on 
cloud nine! Please join with us in praying for God 
to bless this special couple as they embark on 
this new stage in their journeys.

This year has brought many changes: Our Chairman Rev.  
Tim Sanderson has stepped back in order to take on 
new  responsibilities, serving the Diocese supporting 
churches.  Tim has made a huge contribution and his leadership, 
passion for mission and enthusiasm will be missed by both the 
team and Exec alike. Thank you Tim!

Jamie Daniels joined our staff as Centre Director. He has brought 
lots of leadership experience from his business background, 
together with missional insight from his experience pioneering a 
congregation in Gateshead and being part of the team that planted 
Hillsong Newcastle. Jamie grew up in the North East, studied 
Theology at Cranmer Hall and is deeply committed to seeing young 
people discover the reality of Jesus. We are really looking forward to 
seeing this new chapter unfold, with Jamie at the helm!

Going forward, we will be looking to establish the new team, strengthen our local presence 
and to extend the Exec (Trustees) Team. As a short term measure, the Trustees have  
asked me to act as interim Chair, which I am looking forward to doing with the  
support of John Hawksworth, our Local Ministries Regional Director.

We are so thankful to all our supporters, partner churches, volunteers and friends around  
the region for all the encouragement, prayer and financial support they have given. Please  
continue to pray and stand with us as we, together with local churches, look to extend the work 
of God’s Kingdom in this precious region.

2018 is going to be a good year!  - Duncan

Here’s to a new adventure James & Anna!

Jamie Daniels - Director

Congratulations  
Mr & Mrs Girling!

A Word from our 
Chair of Trustees

Tim Sanderson

Duncan Podbury
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VISION (JAMIE)

TAKING (Matthew 28:19)

As Christians we are called to a purpose, and 
purpose involves action. In the King James 
version of the Bible, the word ‘Go’ is mentioned 
1,544 times whereas stay is mentioned only 
62 times, thus showing us the importance  
of active engagement. The majority of major 
events in the Bible were led by a command to 
Go and Do. As an organisation we need to go 
and do, we need to be active and purposeful 
in all that we do with drive and perseverance.

THE GOOD NEWS (John 3:16)

In a world full of bad news, young people 
need to hear some good news. In our society, 
we are confronted by pain, hurt, suffering,  
struggles and conflict, whereas in the  
Gospels, Jesus turns that on its head bringing 
strength, love, healing, affirmation, support  
and solutions. Today’s young people gain  
their identity from a ‘selfie’ culture that  
provides an unachievable standard of  
perfection, based on a facade rather than  
reality. The Good News of Jesus calls young 
people to get their identity in Him: a standard 
already achieved through the cross and  
Jesus, where value is found in the promises 
of God.

RELEVANTLY (Hebrews 4:12)

Being relevant is not about changing the  
message or adapting what we say. It’s about 
delivering in a way that meets young people 
where they are and not where we are. What 
I mean to say is, we need to change our  
packaging so that it is attractive to today’s 
generation. As the Church we must be  
culture setters and not get left behind. This  
involves adapting our style to be more in 
tune with today’s youth, but also engaging in 
new methodology through social media and  
modern communication tools. Our God is 
amazing and we need to show this in how we 
do what we do.

TO EVERY YOUNG PERSON 
(Acts1:8)

There is something significant about having 
a vision that is huge. Imagine how different 
our schools, colleges and communities would 
look if EVERY young person had heard about 
the Good News of Jesus. If our passion and 
drive is linked to ‘every’ we will never call  
ourselves  done. ‘Every’ reaches all, regardless 
of economic background, culture, ethnicity, 
gender or sexuality. We aren’t called to decide 
who we love or who to share the gospel  
with, we are simply called to love - sharing the 
Good News not exclusively but inclusively.

IN THE NORTH EAST 
(Job 37:22)

The North East is a place with a deep sense 
of community spirit. It is an amazing place full 
of passionate and caring people. I would love 
to see our region become known as a place 
where everyone is loved and valued regard-
less of circumstance; a place where people 
can come to explore life to its fullest and a 
place where the Church is vibrant, growing 
and full of young people who love Jesus.

JUBILEE CELEBRATION (BECCA)

50 years after the first rally launched YFC in our  
region, we joined with a wide range of our dedicated 
supporters to celebrate all God has done, is doing and
all we trust he will do in the future through Youth for 
Christ North East. We enjoyed a time of worship, led 
by a talented group of young people, who love nothing
more than to praise God.

Neil O’Boyle, our National Director and Jamie 
Daniels, YFCNE’s new Director spoke of the  
pioneering nature of YFCNE and the lasting  
impact this centre has had within the North East and 
national youth work initiatives over the last 50 years:  
our Rock Solid materials, which were adopted 
by British Youth for Christ, are used in clubs around 
the country; Our Reflex ministry, which works 
with young people within the Criminal Justice 
System has extended across different parts of 
the UK. Innovative projects such as these epitomise 
the heart we have for reaching the young people 
across the North East with the Good News of Jesus.

As Office Manager I rarely get the opportunity to see  
firsthand how God has worked through our team. It was 
a joy for me to see the impact that our work has had and  
continues to have on young people in this area. Our team is
passionate about seeing the Good News taken relevantly 
to every young person in the North East. It is for this reason 
our youth workers seek to build relationships with young 
people through going into a wide variety of communities, 
why we partner with churches and work in schools.  
It is the reason we are one of the few centres with a  
dedicated Sports Ministry, why we are developing our  
presence within digital spaces and it is also why our
office team serve behind the scenes, endeavouring to  
build a strong organisation that honours God and  
equips our youth team to serve young people as  
effectively as possible.

VISION: 
The purpose that 

defines who we are!

TAKING THE GOOD NEW S
RELEVANTLY TO EVERY

YOUNG PERSON IN
THE NORTH EAST
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CHURCH PARTNERSHIPS 

Holy Trinity Jesmond (SALLY)

Seahouses, November, young people;  
perhaps not four words which would delight 
most people or which naturally go together 
but these are the words which fill Sally with 
joy as she reflects back on this term with Holy 
Trinity Jesmond. Together with their youth 
leaders, thirteen young people journeyed 
up to Seahouses Youth Hostel and spent a  
beautiful weekend filled with crisp autumn 
days, fun on the beach, good food & sessions 
on the Holy Spirit. Over four sessions, they 
explored who the Holy Spirit is, what he does 
and how we can be filled with him, ending with 
prayer stations for the young people to simply 
spend time with God. The young people got  
involved in all these sessions &  asked profound 
questions which both encouraged and  
challenged the youth leaders. It’s a great  
reassurance to see the young people growing 
in their friendship with one another & with God.

.

Becca, 14 

This could be over breakfast with young  
people, throwing out questions about how 
Christians can be ambitious during Bible study, 
reinforcing that they are loved just as they 
are, that there is no need to give into social  
pressures or setting aside time for them to just be 
with God without distractions or outside voices. 

One young person articulated that 
their take away from the weekend 

would be:

 
 

      

Felton Youth Cell (SARAH)

At the start of September, we started a youth 
cell in partnership with Alnwick Baptist Church 
and St. Michael’s in Felton. It is a discipleship 
group for young people in the area, some 
of whom are from our partnership churches 
and some have come from Shilbottle or  
were involved in ‘Staying Alive’, a  Christian  
residential that took place over the summer.  
We have had 11 – 13 young people most 
weeks and the group continues to grow.

It is such a lovely group to be a part of. The 
team have created a safe space where the 
young people can question, learn and grow 

Anon 

together. We have looked at topics such as 
the Church, giving to God, how we deal with 
our problems and how God speaks to us. The  
discussions we have had with the young people 
have been open and honest. It is a privilege to 
encourage them, to speak truth into their lives 
and to help them navigate their faith.

We asked the young people what they 
enjoyed about the group.One girl said:

“I love it and it helps get me through 
Tuesdays at school.” 

MENTORING  / BLAZE / SPORTS MINISTRY

Blaze (JAMES)

It has been a great first term back at Blaze! God has provided 
us with some newcomers from Year 7 and they have settled 
into the group well. We have been exploring a number of  
issues, covering themes ranging from our reputation to lies 
and gossip. One of my favourite weeks was when we looked 
into the nature of Jesus. We looked at a story about a man 
who had committed a crime and considered the world’s  
response versus how Jesus would respond. 

“Before Blaze I just saw God as creating the 
world. Now I think he looks after everyone.”   
Amy, 14 

Sports Ministry  (JAMES)

We had a brilliant day in Saltwell Park in Gateshead over half 
term in connection with St George’s Church. We set up the 
sports cage for a couple of hours and engaged with a number 
of young people. This was a great chance to do some detached 
youth work, for which we had to rely on God to draw young  
people to us. This is an area we hope to develop as we reach 
out to the young people of Gateshead. Another incredible  
opportunity was to run a school’s day in Morpeth. We were able 
to deliver a full day’s worth of football coaching and Christian 
themed classroom lessons to an entire school. We are grateful 
for this link and are excited to be back there next term!

Felton Mentoring (SARAH)
 I have been mentoring a group of young 

women in Felton. This time of listening and 
chatting to the girls is really special. One 
girl said that mentoring really helps her and 
sometimes I’m the only person she is sharing 
her thoughts and feelings with. 

During mentoring, the girls hear a different 
story about who they are; one that changes 
both the narrative our culture teaches them 
and the lies they believe about themselves, 
which lead to unhealthy behaviours and  
lifestyle choices. At the end of each session, 
I remind the girls of a truth we spoke about  
the first time we met; Ephesians 2:10 says, 
“We are God’s masterpiece.” Therefore, we 

have worth and value that cannot be taken 
away from us or lost, and our value never 
depreciates. This knowledge helps them 
make changes in their lives. The girls crave 
love and security that can only be found in 
God and it is wonderful to remind them that 
God truly delights in them. 

“Knowing that the Holy Spirit isn’t
an ‘it’ but a ‘he’ or ‘she’, adding 

that personalisation will hopefully 
mean that they can relate to

God more.”
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www.yfcnortheast.org.uk
YFC North East, St. Andrew’s Church, Station Road, Benton,  
Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 8AW.   Registered Charity No. 504262

“TAKING GOOD NEWS RELEVANTLY, TO EVERY YOUNG PERSON IN THE NORTH EAST.”

You can also give: 

• ONLINE at
www.yfcnortheast.org.uk/give

• TEXT by typing
YFCN18 £amount to 70070

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• For the young people we work with – that they would know

that our God wants to rescue them because he delights in us.

• For our young people, volunteers and staff - that God would
be at work in their hearts to bring freedom in whatever areas of
their lives it is needed, so that they can thrive.

We know that God has a 
plan for every young person. 
Please help us inspire more 
young people to find God’s 
purpose and direction for
their lives.

A one off gift of £20 will enable 
us to reach out to a young person 
and show them that they are loved, 
cared for and have a value and 
purpose in Jesus.

An ongoing commitment of £20 
per month will give us the means 
to mentor, disciple and empower 
that same young person to grow  
and live life in the fullness of their 
calling.

Partner today with Youth for Christ 
North East as we continue to  
develop exciting and innovative 
projects, transforming the lives of 
young people across our region.
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